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"When written in Chinese, the word 'crisis' is composed of two characters. One 

represents danger and the other represents opportunity." John F. Kennedy  

I took a liking to this quote as soon as I saw it. It's a tremendously wise quote, referring 

to crisis as a time full of danger and chaos, but also an opportunity for people to rise up and 

come together to work as one like most societies desperately need in these times of falling 

down and loss. In times of need and chaos, people will do practically anything just to survive. 

Even the most stubborn of people will help their worst enemy carry a pail of water up the hill, 

rather than pushing each other down to break the other's crown, if it means keeping them or 

their loved ones alive. What would you do to survive if everything you ever knew was crumbling 

down around you?  

The Imagine Schools holds at its foundation the "Six Pillars of Character" that everyone 

would benefit from following. They are Fairness, Respect, Responsibility, Citizenship, Caring, 

and Trustworthiness. I believe that the two that apply to this quote the best are Respect and 

Caring. When times get tough, people are forced to start working together. Even if you don't like 

them, the least you can do is respect them so that the two of you can be civil and not create 

even more havoc. A certain level of respect is due, whether the person wants to give it or not. 

Also, once everybody is forced to come together to be strong and survive, they should let 

themselves care about each other. Care enough about every other person so if they're in need 

of help, you can't stand to just walk away and leave them there alone. Once old societies are 

flooded over by chaos, new ones are born into the sullen light and without enough care and 

respect, they'll crumble just as easily as the past ones did.  



You may not realize it, but this quote comes to play a lot in daily headaches. It's 2005; 

Hurricane Charlie has just hit Florida and left devastation and loss in its path. My family and I 

bunkered down in a tiny hallway in our house and tried to focus on Peter Pan playing on our 

portable DVD Player over the sounds of harsh winds, roof tiles being ripped off, and pure chaos 

just outside those thin sheetrock walls. THUD. Our air-conditioning system outside tips over and 

slams into our wall as we cower under a mattress. Later, the winds lighten up and we peek 

outside our windows and lay our eyes upon the wreckage. Hurricane Charlie has swept through 

and made our whole city a heap of debris.  

By the next day we were coasting through the streets of Port Charlotte; families held 

each other close and wept as they looked over the trees that had found themselves a new 

location, wedged through ceilings. We finally arrived at the office building where my dad was 

working and there was no severe damage outside of a few dents and scratches. In a time of a 

chaos, everyone who worked at the office rose up together and hosted barbecues every day for 

about a week for all the people who were at a lack of anything they needed to survive. A couple 

days in, big orange clean-up trucks were hauling debris from the area, while the smell of hot 

dogs and hamburgers lingered in the air, thick with smoke. My brother and I hosted a game of 

hide-and-seek for all the solemn children, and their hopes gradually came back. We all ran 

around and hid behind office desks in a scene of people coming together to solve problems, in a 

time where all we had was an endless list of problems. My dad's picture appeared in a local 

magazine. He is handing a plate to a frail old man. My dad's name got around and people grew 

fond of his charismatic confidence in such a harsh time, which inspired him to go off on his own 

and create his own Insurance Agency, which in the intervening years has brought our family 

new economic security. Out of the chaos rose a beautiful opportunity to bring our citizens closer 

together than they have ever been before.  

 



When times get tough, no one wants to face whole world all by themselves. When chaos 

strikes the heart of people, they do things they never would have even put into consideration at 

all before. You should try to live a little more by this quote because if you're the thorn in 

everybody's foot when they're already at their wit's end, you won't be put up with. Help to be 

part of the opportunity that the courageous have found even as chaos stretches its spindly 

fingers across the grim landscape to ail the hearts of the weak. Help the weak, help the strong, 

help everyone you possibly can because "what you do for yourself dies with you, but what you 

do for others lives on forever " (Albert Pike).  

All in all, this is a brilliant maxim. It helps you realize that in all the articles about 

catastrophes you've seen, there's always the little human interest stories in the corner below 

talking about how someone is taking a stand to make a difference even when all odds are 

against them. It gives me hope, and inspires for the next time I find myself in a crisis to be the 

one that works for the benefits that can be made out of the situation and not fall into the back 

row with everyone else and just watch as everything we've worked for gets destroyed and swept 

out of our lives. Crisis makes us realize things we've always wanted to leave behind in the 

shadows and convinces us to be strong and take the first step towards solving problems. 

Opportunity can struggle out of the grip of chaos.  Never give up.  

 

 

 


